University of Munich. In 1970, he accepted an appointment from the "Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster", where he became the first director and chair of the "Institut für Mikrobiology". Though later being invited by two other universities (Stuttgart and Berlin), he chose to stay in Münster.
Prof. Rehm was an eminent applied microbiologist active in various fields of biotechnology. Antibiotic-producing microorganisms belonging to the streptomycetes and their interactions with fungi, microbial degradation of aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons, biosynthesis and production of ergot alkaloids and citric acid, effect of immobilization of microorganisms on their metabolism and on the production of metabolites, and occurrence of mycotoxins in food are only a few aspects of the successful research that Rehm and his group pursued. Prof. Rehm published more than 300 scientific articles, as well as the textbook "Industrielle Mikrobiologie" and two editions of the multivolume handbook "Biotechnology" comprising 10 and 16 volumes, respectively. However, Prof. Rehm was not only a successful author and editor but he was also an important promoter of the rapid development of biotechnology. DECHEMA, DGHM, and the Federal Ministry of Research and Technology were the organizations were he was most active as a proponent of biotechnology. He served on numerous research committees at these and many other organizations-at a time when most other researchers still had no inkling of the field's potential impacts on our economy and society. He received numerous awards, including the DECHEMA plaque, and was elected a member of the American Academy of Microbiology.
We will always keep Prof. Hans-Jürgen Rehm in our memory as a respected and sorely missed researcher, teacher, and influential promoter of biotechnology. Münster, in February 2017 Alexander Steinbüchel Appl Microbiol Biotechnol (2017 ) 101:3483 DOI 10.1007 
